
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 DJAPO Cultural Arts Institute, Inc. 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: The 8th Annual Juneteenth Concert & Workshops (A Celebration of Education, Arts and 

Cultural) 

Your Project Summary: A 3-day (Fri, Sat & Sun) dance, drumming and music festival and Concert is a 

Cuyahoga County-based project that promotes public access and cultural arts programming for the 

general community.  The central focus is authentic African-American heritage.  Performers, workshop 

leaders and choreographers are from the Cuyahoga County area as well as professional from West Africa. 

Some based in London and other such locations. Learn and enjoy traditional rhythms, songs, music and 

fiery dances. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The Juneteenth celebration provides a very important public benefit by educating participants 

and showcasing the art, cultures and heritage of Africa and the Diaspora. Are discounted or free tickets 

offered for participants/families that cannot pay the full ticket price? A 75% increase in attendance is a 

very lofty goal. Considering that matching funds are earned income from ticket sales the application 

should have included specific tactics for accomplishing that goal. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project fulfills the funding requirements. The 3-day festival is open to the entire 

community, promoting an environment of inclusion, making this of great public benefit. The project 

engages qualified and diverse professionals, demonstrating artistic and cultural vibrancy. There is a 

qualified team in place with a sound budget, showing good organizational capacity to carry out the 

project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Juneteenth is an important celebration for all communities. The public benefit is high. I 

especially enjoy that the applicant brings in world-wide performers. The goal of 75% more people than 

last year is a lofty goal, but I appreciate the specificity. I'm also glad to see there is an effort to better 

collect and analyze evaluation data. Budget looks good. Note: earned income refers to income received 

based on an exchange of a good or service, e.g. ticket sales. Contributed income refers to income received 

based on financial donations, e.g., United Black Fund. It's helpful to separate the two in order to more 

accurately track and plan budgets. Artistic and cultural vibrancy is very high. Papa M'baye's reel and the 

subsequent materials were impressive. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project somewhat met the funding criteria. While I appreciated the intent of the project, 

some of the responses left me wondering about the ability of the organization to fully convey their 

expertise in planning and execution of a successful program. The application would have benefited greatly 

from additional specificity around definition understanding their participants, for example, they cite 

attendees from other states, but it is unclear how they know this. The measures against the progress of 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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their goal also left me wondering how they were going to arrive at success because in one response they 

appear to have a clear goal of increasing attendees but then in the next response, they cite using this 

project as a means to set a benchmark. I also wonder if the admission price is really affordable  given their 

desire to create public access. Is the price for the full 3 day event? Are there tiered admission prices or 

complement tickets being distributed? More information around the budget would have been helpful. 

**always proof your application for typos; as much as you can use fresh content when responding to the 

questions to convey organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, clearly the Juneteenth concert and workshops benefit the public by using knowledge of 

the African Diaspora to drive its work.  It is also great that the application makes a point that the weekend 

celebration is open to the public and welcomes all regardless of race.  However, I would have liked a little 

more detail on how DJAPO is going to reach all of these audiences in addition to the vague 'personal 

contact and public media'.  Clearly the weekend contributes to lively and energetic neighborhoods 

demonstrating artistic and cultural vibrancy.  This is especially demonstrated by the attached video clip.  

My only concern is with organizational capacity as the application was somewhat repetitive and didn't 

take full advantage of the space provided to include helpful details (e.g., the target number of participants 

since the goal is to increase this number). 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, DJAPO Cultural Arts Institute meets the funding criteria. The organization's Juneteenth 

Concert and Workshop festival aims to engage the public in preserving traditional dance and music 

throughout Africa and the Diasporas. The festival attracts talented local and international musicians and 

performers. The organization could give more detail about how it collaborates with other stakeholders 

and how it collects feedback from the community to improve for future years. Additionally, I would not 

consider tickets ranging from $20-$30 affordable (is that per day or for a 3 day festival pass?) and would 

like to hear more about discounted/free tickets for community members for which those prices would be 

a significant family hardship. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


